Secret JFK files show 
China as weft) as Cuba 
was suspect in death j 



WASHINGTON (UPI) — The 
Secret Service investigation of the 
Kennedy assassination concentrated 
heavily on reports that Cuba plotted 
the murder, according to newly 
released documents that also show 
the agency was unable to link Lee 
Harvey Oswald to a Cuban assassi- 
nation plot. ^'C. 

One Secret Service lead even Sug- 
gested the Chinese Communists were 
involved with Castro. C^’ 

The Secret Service gave. UJPI 
hundreds of documents from Jits 
Kennedy assassination file^in 
response to a request under -the 
Freedom of Information law. 

A SECRET SERVICE spokesman 
said it represented all but 75 to TOO 
documents on the assassination 
which are still kep* secret under the 
law. Other Secret Service files turn- 
ed over to the U S archives preyi^ 
ously were made public. 

The documents show the Secret 
Service latched on to the Cuban coti- 
nection almost immediately after the 
assassination largely because Kenne- 
dy had been in Miami the week 
before he was killed in Dallas. 

The Florida trip triggered 
numerous threats on the president's 
life from the community of Cuban 
exiles in Miami, possibly because 
the exiles felt the Kennedy adminis- 
tration did not provide enough sup- 
port during the unsuccessful, ClA- 
backed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba. 

Among the other items in the 
documents: 

e While the FBI monitored 
Oswald's activities for three years 
before Dallas, the agency never 
warned the Secret Service Jig was a 
threat to the president/ The com- 
munications gap prompted the then 
head of the Secret Service to propose 
1 a re-evaluation of the method used to 
identify potentially dangerous per- 
sons. 

m Kennedy did not like to have 
the public physically restrained dur- 
ing his appearances and twice prior 
to Dallas he discouraged agents who 
tried to block people from his motor- 



cades. 

> o One of the most intriguing 
documents in the material was from 
a Miami Secret Service agent who 
was told by an unnamed "western 
diplomat" of an "alleged Chicom- 
Castro plot" to kill Kennedy. Chicom 
is shorthand for Chinese Communist. 

"This office received information 
from a western diplomat on 6 
December 1963 which alleges that 
the assassination of President 
Kennedy was the result 1 ' of a plot 
prepared and executed jointly by the 
Chicoms and Fidel Castro through 
intermediaries," the report begins. 

The agent says the diplomat 
received his information through a 
source described as "very good,!' 

" These were the "basic ingredi- 
ents" of the allegation according to 
the report: 

• "Reportedly Fidel Castro is 
extremely worried about the current 
probings taking place into the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy and 
the possible finding that may ensue. 

• "The plot to assassinate 
President Kennedy was arranged by 
Chicoms and Cuban sympathizers 
. . . who have been provisionally 
jailed in Cuba to prevent any indis- 
cretions. The diplomat's source him- 
self is fearful that his arrest is immi- 
nent. 

• . .There appears to be no 
Soviet participation in the plot 
because at this time the Soviets are 
too close to the Americans." 

The report names a Cuban and a 
Mexican-American living in Dallas 
as "intermediaries" in the plot. 

' The agent in Miami concluded his 
office could not "vouch for the reli- 
ability or veracity of the informa- 
tion" but he said he was investigat- 
ing further and trying to identify the 
original source. 

There is no reference to the mat- 
ter elsewhere in the documents. 



THE REPORT on preparations 
leading up to Kennedy's visit to 
Florida the week before Dallas 
includes a review of special security 
precautions taken by the Secret 
Service because of threats believed 
to have come from the Cuban com- 
munity in Miami. 

A postcard received by Miami 
police and postmarked Nov. 16, said 
"the Cuban Commandos have the 
BOMBS ready for killing JFK." 

In the recently released FBI 
documents on the assassination, J. 
Edgar Hoover ponders possible 
Cuban involvement and mentions 
several "letters" from the Florida 
Cuban community threatening 
Kennedy— though none were found in 
that file. 

A speech made by Castro two 
months before the assassination also 
attracted the attention of Secret 
Service investigators. Castro warn- 
ed, "United States leaders would be 
in danger if they helped in any at- 
tempt to do away with leaders of 
Cuba." ' 

It was revealed during the past 
year that the CIA was involved in an 
attempt by Cubans to assassinate 
Castro— leading to speculation Cas- 
tro played a role in the Kennedy 
murder. 

WHEN THE SECRET SERVICE 
tried to link the Castro speech to the 
assassination, they found but one 
connection. A story on the speech 
was carried in New Orleans news- 
papers at the time Oswald lived 
there as an active member of the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

In fact, Oswald's work on the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee was J 
the only link to Cuba substantiated in 
the Secret Service's investigation of 
the Cuba angle. 

Another Secret Service memo on 
Nov. 29, a week after the assassina- 
tion, said if there was a Cuban con- 
spiracy, information had been 



received "that the party responsible 
for carrying out any action on the 
part of Fidel Castro undoubtedly was 
Quinten Pino Machado, a Cuban ter- 
rorist used by Castro to carry out 
any Castro action." 

This information was gained 
from a source identified as "3-11-48" 
who said Machado was a former 
Cuban delegate to the United 
Nations, then Cuban ambassador to 
Nicaragua— and an expert on bombs 
and explosives. 

The informant said Machado 
once bragged he had attempted . to 
assassinate Dr. Enrique Heurtas, 
identified later by the Secret Service 
as an invited guest at a dinner for 
Kennedy in Miami the week before 
the president was killed. 

THE SAN ANTONIO Secret Serv- 
ice office checked in with a report , 
that a Mexico dity telephone opera- 
tor had listened in on a call placed to 
Miami the night after the assassina- 
tion. 

The Mexican caller stated: "The 
Castro plan is being carried out. 
Bobby is next. Soon the bombs will 
begin to rain and they won’t know 
from where." 

While the names and telephone 
numbers of both parties were listed, 
there was no indication in the file 
what was found in the subsequent 
investigation. 

And three days after the murder, 
the Secret Service in Chicago con- 
ducted an extensive investigation of 
a man who told them he had been in 
touch with a group of "Chicago 
Cubans who may be involved in the 
assassination . . . and is endeavor- 
ing to purchase a variety of automat- 
ic weapons and explosives." 

Nothing came of that lead. 



